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English Policy 
 

Rationale 
Lyndhurst Junior School recognises that studying English helps pupils develop skills in 
speaking, listening, reading and writing. It enables them to express themselves creatively and 
imaginatively and to communicate effectively. It should provide opportunities for all pupils, 
whatever their age, gender, ethnicity, attainment and background (in accordance with the Race 
Relations act (Amendment) Act 2002. 
 
English is a Core subject of the National Curriculum. It is broken into three strands within the 
Key Stage Two curriculum (Reading, Writing and Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) which is 
taught following the National Curriculum 2014 and taught within a clearly planned programme 
using a variety of fiction, non-fiction and poetry elements. 

 
Aims and Objectives 
 
To communicate effectively children need to develop language skills for a range of purposes 
and audiences. The study of English develops children’s language skills through speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. 
 
The aims of English are: 
Pupils at Lyndhurst Junior School will leave Year 6: 
 

• reading and writing with confidence, fluency and understanding, using a range of 
           independent strategies to take responsibility for their own learning including monitoring 
            and correcting their own errors; 

• with a love of reading and a desire to read for enjoyment; 
• with an interest in words and their meanings; developing a growing vocabulary in 

           relation to grammatical terminology; 
• understanding a range of text types, media types and genres; 
• able to write in a variety of styles and forms appropriate to the situation; 
• using their developing creativity, imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness; 
• having a suitable technical vocabulary to respectfully articulate their responses in any 

           discussion. 
 
Teaching and Learning  
 
A variety of teaching and learning strategies are used in English lessons. The principle aim is 
to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding of English. 
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Pupils are given the opportunity to experience a wide range of resources and experiences, 
including, drama and ICT, to enhance their learning. They are actively encouraged to practise 
and apply their English skills across the curriculum.  
 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
 
The spelling curriculum is integrated in the ‘Wordsmith’ English scheme and children are 
taught spelling patterns and rules which are tested weekly. The ‘Grammar and Spelling Bug’ 
is an online programme which supplements the teaching of spelling patterns and rules. It 
typically provides an explanation of a pattern or rule and provides interactive games for 
children to consolidate their learning. Children are also taught the words from the spelling lists 
for their phase (year 3/4 or year 5/6). 
 
Spelling, grammar and punctuation (Spag) is taught daily during English lessons for 
approximately fifteen minutes. One of the daily Spag lessons is a dictation. The spag activity 
aims to help children to learn word classes, consolidate knowledge of sentence punctuation 
and practises spellings and handwriting. 
 
English lessons 
 
All children have a reading lesson for thirty minutes daily which is part of the English lesson. 
Four of the thirty minute reading lessons follow the’ Bug Club comprehension’ scheme which 
focuses on reading comprehension skills and extending vocabulary. The children have a high 
quality workbook, a physical reading book and the corresponding e-book displayed on the 
smartboard.  One of the five daily thirty-minute reading lessons is a reading  comprehension 
lesson which involves children practising their written answers to questions about a  
text. These texts are differentiated according to ability.  
 
After or before the thirty-minute reading lesson, the Wordsmith scheme is used to teach 
writing, reading comprehension skills, spelling and grammar. Each Wordsmith unit presents a 
high- quality text. Whole books (rather than extracts) are read and used as a model for the 
children’s writing. Pupils become familiar with the text through reading comprehension, 
identifying the audience and purpose and analysis of language and grammatical features. 
Wordsmith does not provide a second model text so teachers write a similar text and include 
the features and grammar of their years’ curriculum. The next step is for the teacher to model 
planning their own similar text to the one presented in Wordsmith. The teacher writes a plan 
and draft for their model text. Modelled writing includes the teacher ‘thinking aloud’ about the 
grammatical and language choices they make when writing. 
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In year three and four, all children are listened to individually every week to ensure that they 
are reading an appropriate book and making progress. In year five and six, all children are 
listened to individually every half term.  
 
 
Homework 
 
Children are asked to read a book on bug club online for fifteen minutes, three times a week. 
The class teacher monitors the children’s progress using the ‘activity reporting’ function on bug 
club online. The books are allocated by teachers and can be recorded by the children in their 
reading logs. Any other reading can also be recorded in their reading log, for example, a 
school library book or their own book. In addition, children are expected to learn a list of the 
spellings taught each week. 
 
 
 
 
 Differentiation 
 
We seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children matching the challenge of the 
task to the ability of the child. This is achieved through a range of strategies. English lessons 
take place with mixed ability classes and involve differentiated group work. Teachers and 
Teaching Assistants, (working in close collaboration) support and challenge children and 
ensure that work is matched to the individuals needs. 
 
English Curriculum Planning  
 
English is a core subject in the New National Curriculum. The curriculum is used as the basis 
for implementing the statutory requirements of the programme of study for English. 
 
Curriculum planning in English is carried out in three phases; long term, medium term and  
short term. The Curricular maps for each year give detailed outlines of what is taught in each 
year group. 
 
Our Wordsmith scheme, which is compliant with the New National Curriculum, is an English 
scheme which provides long, medium and short term plans. It provides whole texts, grammar, 
punctuation and spelling activities. 
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Cross Curricular English 
 
The skills children develop in English are linked to, and applied in the rest of the curriculum. A 
new curriculum (Cornerstones) has recently been implemented which provides opportunities 
for children to consolidate their English skills. 
 
Information Communication Technology (ICT) is utilised in English lessons when appropriate. 
For example, children are encouraged to draft, edit & present work using a variety of ICT 
resources available.  
 
The teaching of English supports the social development of our children through the way we 
expect them to work with each other in lessons. We group children so that they work together 
in pairs, small groups and individually. We provide children with many opportunities to discuss 
their ideas and outcomes.  
 
 
Assessment and Marking 
 
Please refer to the Assessment and Effective Feedback and Marking policy for further 
information. 
 
 
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
Monitoring of the standards of the children’s work and of the quality of teaching in English is 
the responsibility of the English subject leader and the Senior Leadership Team (SLT). The 
work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of English, being 
informed about current developments in the subject, and providing a strategic lead and 
direction for the subject in the school. The leader has regular management time in order to 
fulfill these responsibilities. The English manager regularly attends training courses, and 
subject managers’ meetings in order to be aware of current developments in English, and to 
liaise with colleagues. 
 
 
Parental Involvement 
 
We aim to involve parents directly in the life of the school, and thus in the development of 
children’s skills, knowledge and understanding in English. Parents are involved in hearing 
children read, and are encouraged to discuss books with them. Reading workshops are held 
regularly in order to inform parents and to enable an opportunity for parents to ask questions. 
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‘Share My Learning’  opportunities are timetabled to enable parents, teachers and pupils to 
have the opportunity to celebrate and share their child’s achievements. 
 
SATs results are published in accordance with Government legislation. 
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